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Social Farming : Policy

2000 : Situation study about care farms in Flanders

Findings:

- Pioneering stadium

- few and scattered initiatives
- Local level

- ad hoc

. no framework

some bottlenecks

- Insurance aspects
- Work or therapy?

- Labour inspection?
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Social Farming : Policy A

Stimulation actions
Demonstration projects within RDP 2000-2006

- Agricultural training centres organize demonstration acivities
- Pioneers in the picture
- exchange of experiences

- networking

Diversification measure within RDP 2000-2006

- Financing - framework, clarity, quality guarantees, ...
- EU co-financing of 30%, compatibility state aid rules

- RDP 2007-2013 no more EAFRD co-financing

- State aid measure since 1/1/2007

- Aiming to reintroduce into the 2nd Pillar ( CAP >2013)
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Financial support scheme in a nutshell

- 40 euro per day
- regardless number of clients
- Period of minimum 6 hours
- Diversification subsidy ...
- Compensation for time not available for agriculture

- No payment for the care delivered (not an agriculture
competence)

- Preparation of little tasks, being with the clients, ...
- Only for professional farmers
- 50 % time spent on agriculture

- 35 % income from agriculture
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Financial support scheme in a nutshell

- Care farm agreement
- Between farmer, institution and client
. Legal framework, insurance aspects, ...
- Client-specific, tailor-made activities
. Not a work agreement!
- Quality issues
- No specific skills required: just stay farmer

- Follow-up and feedback from the institution!

- Registration form
- Administrative simplification: Farmer just has to fill squares

- automation : hyphen code, scanning tool
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Financial support scheme in a nutshell

Carefarm Agreement

- Filled in and signed by farmer, institution and client

Farmer sends carefarm-agreement to Agriculture & Fisheries Department

- Farmer receives registration form within 7 days and every trimester

- Fills in every day of care activity

. Sends the form at the end of the trimester

- Farmer receives payment every trimester

- Administrative simplification

Farmer just has to fill squares

- automation : hyphen code, scanning tool
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Financial support scheme in a nutshell

Registratie van een

zorgvrager op het landbouwbedrijf
Registratie van een zorgvrager op het Wit - Okt-Nov-De 2009
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Social Farming : Effect of the measure

- Strong increase in number of care farms
- 2000 < 50 farms
- 2005 < 100 farms
- 2010 > 400 farms  1.000.000 euro
- Farmer’s organizations follow the initiative
- Since 2004: Support Centre for Green Care
- Social Farming is appreciated and recognized
- fills up gaps in existing structures (e.g. time out projects)
- Further evolution of Care Farms
- Additional payment for the care is still welcome ...

- Time for new pioneering initiatives?
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Social Farming: Networking

Flemish policy level
- Aiming to introduce social farming in other policy domains

- Assuring a sufficient number of care farms

- EU policy level
- Sharing experiences with other member states

- Cooperation project supported by ENRD

- Reintroduction measure into rural development
- Payments for welfare are not part of the CAP
- Payments for diversification actions certainly are
- Social aspects are very important in axis 3
- EU support is a strong signal towards other policy domains

- Need for clear boundaries for this type of measure
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% - Need for quality criteria, baselines like for AEM’s...






